University Grants Commission
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg
HNew Delhi-£ 10 002

F. No. UGC/DEB/ 2013
Dated 14.10.2013

The Regisorar/Director

Of all the Indian Universities
{Deemed, Siate, Central Universities’
Institutions of Mationa| importance )

Subject: Fquivalence of Degrees awarded by  Open and Distance Leaming
(ODL) Instititions at par with Conventional Universities/ Instilulions

Sief Madam,

There are a number of Open and Distance Leaming lnstinutions (ODLIS) in
the country offering Degres! Diploma/Cenificate programmes through the mnd:_al-‘
non formal education. These comprise Open Universities, Distance Educétion
Institoticns (either single mode or dual mode) of Central Universities, Stale
Universities, Desmed 1o be Universities, [nstitutions of National Impenance or any
other Institution of Higher leaming recognized by  Central/State/Statutory
CounciliSocieties registered under the Society Registration Act 1860.

2, A eircular was earlier iasued  vide UGC letter F1 Mo- SMWH{CPP-H}
dated May 05, 2004 {copy emclased) mentioning that Danglm’['.hﬁl:rmm
Centificates/ awarded by the Open Universities in conformity with the UGC
notification of degrees be treated as equivalent 1o corresponding - awards of the
iraditional Universities in the country,

3. Attention is also invited 1o UGC citcular No F1-2543(CPP-1I) dated 28"
July 1993 (copy emclosed) for recognition of degrees and diplomas as well as
transfer of credit for courses successiully completed by students between the two
types of universities so that the mobility of students from Open University siream
1o traditional universities! institutions is enswred without any difficulty.

4. The Government of India, in exercise of its power conferred under section 20(1)
of UGC Act 1956, issued directions dated 29™ December 2012 entrusting UGC with
the responsibility of regulating higher education programme in open and distance
leamning (ODL) mode. Consequently, Universities/ Institutions desirous of offering
any programme through distance mode would require recognition of UGC,

S As you are aware, the Government of India has envisaged a greater role for the
Open and the Distance Education System. The  envisioned role may be fulfilled by
rlimgni:mg and ftreaiing the Degrees / Diplomas/ Cenificates  awarded through
distance mode at par with the degrees obtained through the formal system of sducation.
Open amd Dstance Fducation Sysiem in the country is contributing a lot in expansion
of Higher Education and for achieving targer of GER, without comgpromising on
quality. Non recognition/ non equivalence of degrees of ODL institutions  for the
purpose of promation/ employment and pursuing higher education may prove a
deterrent to many leamers and will ultimately defeat the purpose of Open and
Distance Education.

6. Accordingly, the Degrees/ Diplomas/ Certificates awarded for programmes
conducted by the ODL, instintions, recognted by DEC (erstwhile) and UGC, in
conformity with UGC Notificstion on specification  of Degrees should be treated as
aquil-.rnltnt to the comesponding awards of the Degree/Diploma/Certificate of the
traditional Universities/ institutions in the country.

(Vikram Faiay) 4 [
Director{Admn}
Tel; 011 2323 0405
Email: viksameahay7({@gmail.com
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F 1-52/2000(CPP-I) April. 2004
The Registrar ! 5 H”
Indira Gandhi National Open Uriversity

* Maidan Garhi

New Delhi - 110 068

Subject:
SirMadam,

There are a number of open Universities in the country - various
degrees/diploma through the mode of non-formal educ: en
Universities have been established in the country by an A : a* ar
Slate Legisiature in accordance with the provisions contain- . 2{N of
University Grants Commission Act, 1956. These univers: & : -afore.

empowerad to award degrees in terms of Section 22(1) of the UGL ER

A circular was earlier issued vide UGC letter N.F.1-8/92(CP:
February, 1992 mentioning that the Certificate, Diplomas and Degrees .
by indira Gandhi National Open University are to be treated aquivalent
corresponding awards of the Universities in the country

Attention is further invited to UGC circular No.F1-25/93(CPP-I) dated ..
July, 1983 {copy enciosed) for recognition of degrees and dipiomas as well .
transfer of credit for coursas successfully completed by students betwsen tt
two types of universitias so that the mobility of students from Open Universit
stream to traditional Universities is ensured without any difficulty.

The UGC has specified the nomenclature of degrees undsr Section 22(3) oi
the UGC Act, 1956 to ensure mandalory requirements viz. minimum essentia
academic | required for awarding such degrees. A copy of Gazetls
Motification ng specification of degrees issued vide No, 1-5287({CPP-I1)
dated 31st Ja 2004 is enclosed. The details are also given in UGC Web
site: www ugc. ac.in

Hn.lﬂuﬂm-mwutnhuhnqmmmmmm
Mhmmﬁuhmmwnmnﬂﬂmmmam*sd
Dagress as equivalent to the cormesponding ewards of the traditional Universities in the

Yours faithfully,

(1-.-.6*.*5‘-%.—

{Dr. [lrs.] Panicaj Mittad)
Joirt Secretary



ASSOCIATION OF INDIAN UNIVERSITIES
AIU HOUSE, 16 KOTLA MARG, NEW DELHI-110 002

Phones : 3312305, 3313390
Gram : ASINGLU

3310059, 3312429

Telex : 31 66180 AIU IN

Fax : 011-3315105

Mo, EV/II{449)/94/1 76915-177115

January 14, 1994
The Registrans)

Member Liniversites.

Subject : Recognition of Degrees/Diplomas of Open Universities
Dear Sir,

The Standing Committee at its 237th meeting held at Utkal University and the 68" Annual Session of the
AIU and in December, 1993 at the University of Delhl have decided in principle that the Degrees of the
Open Universities be recognized in terms of the flowing resolutions:

*Resotved that the axaminations of one University should be recognized by another on reciprocal basis,
provided that the entrance qualification, duration of course and the general standard of attainment are
similar to those prescribed by the recognized university.”

“Further resolved that in case of Degrees awarded by Open Universities, the conditions regarding

entrance gualifications and duration of the course be relaxed provided that the general standard of
attainment are similar to those prescribed by the recognized university.”

The decsion is brought to the notice of the Universities for favour of appropriate action in the matter.
The additional information, if required in this behalf, may kindly be cbtained from the Registrar of the
Universities direct.

Thanking You,

Your faithfully,

Sd/-
(K.C.KALRA)
Joint Secretary
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R.F. Gangurde
Afddit ional Secretlarcy
e, ke, 3319859

Jew W B i-26+C31CFF- 111 July, 1983

wear Moee Chance! lon, 2 8 JUl.ISBS

AE yEW Ard AVACE, the Open Unliverslties have been
sstabiished in the country by an Act of Parllament or Staty’
"Legislature tn acoordanoce with the provislons contalned In

Sectlon 2if) of University Grants Commission Act, 1856,
Thesd LUhiverkilies Aare, thecefore. eapovered to avard degresry

.r ternx of Section 22 1i) of the UGC Aczt, I85E,

it has been Grought o the notice of the Commisslion that

the gtudents who have done thelr H.A&, from open
WRivErELT1ed are Zeoarred by universities frem reglstration
fgr Pa.D. srvudies. This is m@cst unfair ir view of the

igportance attachea to the Cpen Unlversity and distance
lemrning In Natiera  Pailcy ¢rn Educotion, 188&. The rrogramss
wir Action-402 aiso ailms at premoting the sobllity of students
anoryg cpen universities and asong the traditional
Wb BlalLLaE, Thie can b# mDade possible only when there i &
workabie uynderstanding betwean open universities and
trad.zianal unfversities for recogaltion of each other's
degrees on reciprocal basie. A Hesorsndum of VUnderstanding
hae aledady been signad betwveen University of Fondlicherry and
indilra Gandhl HNational Open University which provides for
respgnitian  at eéach pther's degrees and diplooay an well as
trumdier of creaits for courses successfully completed by
Gtudents Letween the two universities. The other universities
sey also make simllar arrangements so that the oo bility of
Etidentis rom Open University streas to traditionsi
vhlvergities Is ensured without any difflculty.

| hopa that your unlversity will sake necessary wiforits
in this direction and let fthe Cosmizsion know the progress.

L 3

Witn regards.,

¥Yours sinamrely,

= o wr

|R.P. Gangurde]
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No.F.1=-8/92(CPP) Februbry, 1992

Thu Vice~-Chencollors/Divccetor's
of all '‘the Indion Univorsities/
Deemed Univereities/Institutions
of National Importance.

e . i e S —

"Syub: Recognition of Degrecs/Diglomas awarded by
Indire Gandhi Netional Open University, New Dellij.

Sir,

I--am-#irected--to-sey-that Indiras Gandhi Nat ional

Dﬁan University, Nev Delhi has been estaoblishod by

' Sub-Section (2) ef Section (1) of the 1GHOU «ct, 1985
(50 of 1985) vide notif ication No.F.13-12/85-Uusk(u)
datod 19.9.1985 issued by the Governmunt of Indijn,
Ministry of Human Resource Uevelopment (Uepartwent of
Cducation), Neu Delhi end is compelenl Lo auord its
oun cegreus/Diplomas. '

The Certificates, diplomas and degrves awarded by
Indire Ganchi National Open Unjversity are to bc
troated equivalent to the corresponding awvards of the
Universitice in the country. '

Yours foi thlfully,

\
{Gurcharan Singh)

Under Eu:rntury



